
Hadley Cemetery 
Chapel

A New Chapter



Conceived and built by the then Hadley 
Parish Council, Hadley Cemetery, 
Chapel and Lodge were opened in 1903.

Plans for the new cemetery in Hadley 
began in 1902 when a loan of £2500 was 
approved to fund the work. The architect 
was Mr Dalgleish of Wellington and the 
builder was Mr Hayes. 

The parish council had undertaken to 
build a new cemetery because the 
churchyard was almost full. The aim was 
to provide burial spaces for 100 years. 



The cemetery opened officially on 25 March 
1903. The Shrewsbury Chronicle reported:

‘A pretty little chapel has been erected and 
there is also an attractive caretaker’s lodge. The 
work (both of the building and the laying out of 
the ground) has been done in an excellent 
manner, and when quite completed, will be 
highly creditable to the Parish Council and all 
concerned’.



Researching the history of the cemetery 
and the chapel has uncovered information 
about the building of the cemetery, chapel 
and lodge, including the building costs:

Land and conveyance - £600

Chapel - £850

Lodge - £400

Gates - £60

Fencing - £200

Draining - £180

Layout of grounds and paths - £146

Shropshire Archives have some original 
documents relating to the cemetery, such 
as this old postcard of the chapel and 
lodge. It is the only one I have been able to 
find so far but I would love to see more.
.



More old documents about the cemetery. The 
original drawings and the first table of fees, 
including a fee for bell tolling of 1 shilling per hour. 



In recent years, the chapel fell out of use and was 
adopted as an office and store for the cemetery workers. 

In 2024 a project was proposed to bring the chapel back 
into use as a community venue for the people of Hadley 
and Leegomery. 

The Parish Council is exploring options for the chapel, 
including creating an exhibition space, making it hireable 
for groups, holding wellbeing workshops and talks, and 
making it available for non-denominational funerals and 
civil weddings. 

Any use will be in keeping with the surroundings and be 
respectful and appropriate. 





Both the chapel and the lodge require conservation work to bring 
them back into use. The main issue is to stabilise the chapel 
stonework. We also need to deal with guttering, drainage, safety 
inspections of the gas and electricity supplies, as well as heating, 
floor repairs, toilets and equipment.



Funding and Feedback

We  are hoping to apply to the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund to carry out the work. 

We are asking local residents what they would 
like to see at the chapel. 

Feedback from local people is vital to 
demonstrate to any potential funders that the 
project is both wanted and needed by the 
community. 

As the project progresses, we will share ideas, 
ask for feedback and develop our plans. 

You can share your thoughts using a paper 
survey, or visit us at one of our Chapel Open 
Days throughout the year. 





Tell us what you think

Our survey is also available 
electronically, which we’ve 
been sharing on social 
media and on posters in the 
community centres. This 
QR code is a direct link to 
the survey. 

People can also pick up a 
paper survey at the 
community centres. 



How can you get 
involved?

If you have any information about 
the history of the chapel or 
cemetery, or old photos, I would 
love to hear more!

Complete a feedback survey 
either online or on paper.

If you know of any groups or 
organisations that would be 
happy for me to go and speak to 
them about the project, please let 
me know. 

Volunteer to help at the chapel, 
opening it for open days and 
chatting to visitors. 

Keep a look out for our Chapel 
Open Days and come along and 
see inside. We run free art activities 
for all, so come along and make 
something inspired by the chapel 
and the cemetery.

We will be running a special event 
for Heritage Open Days in 
September.

If you are interested in getting 
involved in the project, please 
contact me at 
alisa.bellingham@hadleyleegome
ry-pc.gov.uk
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